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At the beginning of another year of journal-

istic life it seems to us appropriate that we should

devote some little time to a consideration of the

"why" and the "wherefore" and the "how" of the

Exchange Department of The Villanovan.
Just as it is true that man is a social animal

and that he profits by intercourse with his fellow-

men, so it is true that a college magazine has

much to gain by establishing and maintaining

a department whose purpose shall be the survey

and, to a certain extent, the criticism of what the

field of journalism has to offer. However much
we may strive to escape the stigma of provincial-

ism, however much eifort we may make to endow
our publication with some traces of a culture that

shall be broad minded and liberal, still it is un-

deniable that such factors as geography, customs,

and traditions may at times unfavorably affect

our sincerest efforts to produce a creditable pub-

lication. It is, then, by comparing our efforts

with the output of other college journals that we
hope to be able to derive a certain amount of

benefit, which we could obtain in no other way.

As to the how of the Exchange Department,

—

as to the method we are to use in running this

important department of The Vilt.ANOvan, we
may here give a brief outline of our policy. We
shall examine with as much care and attention as

we are able to devote to them, all the periodi-

cals which will see fit to exchange with us. We
shall not be able to treat, at any length, more

than three or four periodicals in one issue. As
to the rest—a brief, pertinent and, as we hope

to make it, appreciative, criticism of those publi-

cations that seem to be especially worthy of at-

tention, and a thaakful acknowledgement of the

receipt of the remaining ones must be sufficient.

In a word, then, our purpose in maintaining

this department shall be to participate in the

mutual advantages of the exchange system, and

our method shall be such as we have briefly out-

lined above. We may say finally, that we are

venturing to anticipate a year replete with that

mutual inspiration which is the reward of a pro-

perly conducted Exchange Department.


